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Fst / asme educational research Grants 
Small Educational Grants (up to £3,000 each)

GUIDANCE NOTES

Applications for the joint FST/ASME small educational research grant(s) are invited from surgical trainees and consultants.
Please find attached the application form for the research proposal.  Your attention is drawn to the following:

· Funding will be limited for grant applications up to £3,000. Applications seeking funding above this level of support will not be considered by the Committee.
· Research can be undertaken in the UK and abroad.
· Applicants must be a member of FST and/or ASME.
· Grants are awarded for projects for a period of one year only.
· Applications should be typed in a font size of no less than 11pt. Research Proposals (Section 1 of the application form) must not exceed 1,000 words (excluding headings and references)  and must include a word count. Applications which do not comply with this will not be considered.
· Please note that requests for running costs to support established projects will be less favourably reviewed than those for pilot work that has the potential to facilitate applications for more substantial funding in the future.

· The small educational research grants are intended to support evaluation or research into surgical education and training.  Projects should either lead directly to improvements in surgical education/training practice or increase our understanding of an aspect of surgical education/training.
· Grants cannot be used for personal salary costs, travel, conference fees or the acquisition of computing facilities.  

· Only submissions on the official form will be considered.  This must be completed as stipulated.  Any extraneous material will not be considered.  A brief curriculum vitae must be submitted for applicant and any co-applicants and must not exceed one page (see Annex B). 
· Evidence of understanding the local requirements for Ethics must be indicated. This may be a letter from the Chair of the Research Ethics Committee stating approval is not required, or details of the process. Where ethics approval is required, written confirmation must be in place before the start date of the project. No funding will be allocated without evidence of the necessary Ethical Approval. 
· The application form must be countersigned by the applicant’s Head of Department/Supervisor and Administrative Authority, of the institution where the research will be undertaken. Note that the deadline for your institution for getting your application signed and getting financial and regulatory approval is typically 7-14 days ahead of the submission date. We advise you make contact with the appropriate people (e.g., Research Financial Services if you are affiliated with a university) at the early stages of planning your submission, as they will provide useful guidance on costing.  The institution will be responsible for administering the funds.

· At the end of the research period, the successful applicant must submit a written report (1,500 words), along with details of presentations and publications. In the latter, acknowledgement must be given to FST and ASME for financial support provided.
The Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh and ASME collect personal data from you during the application process for these grants. We will not share this information with any third parties and your data will be used solely for the purpose of processing and administrating this application.

CLOSING DATE FOR APPLICATIONS – Wednesday 17 May 2017 
The following documents are required to be received by the deadline:

· The original signed and completed application form and research proposal
· Details of the financial support requested (Annex A)
· Curriculum vitae of the applicant (Annex B)

· Evidence of understanding the required ethical processes
These should be submitted electronically* to c.mccartney@rcsed.ac.uk  or by post to:
Mrs C McCartney

Awards and Grants Administrator

The Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh

Nicolson Street

Edinburgh EH8 9DW

*Please note that electronic submissions must include electronic signatures or scanned copies of original signatures.   
Faculty of Surgical Trainers / Association for the Study of Medical Education
EDUCATIONAL RESEARCH GRANTS – APPLICATION FORM
(A) Details of Applicants
	
	Principal Applicant
	Co-Applicant (1)
	Co-Applicant (2)

	Surname
	
	
	

	Forename(s)
	
	
	

	Age
	
	
	

	Title
	
	
	

	Post Held
	
	
	

	Member of FST Y/N
	
	
	

	Member of ASME Y/N
	
	
	


(B)
Please list any grants, fellowships, undergraduate bursaries etc that have previously been awarded to any of the applicants named in the table above. (Declaring a previous award has no effect on the prospect of success with the current application but is useful to the College/ASME in tracking the research careers of those it has supported in the past).
(C)
Details of Institution

Name:


Address:

Telephone:


Fax:


E Mail:
(D)
Title of Project
(E)
Summary of Proposal
(F)     
Summary of Support Requested  

Please provide a spreadsheet detailing the financial support requested. This should identify how the requested funds will be allocated and provide justification for the allocated funds. An example of the format required is included in Annex A.
(NOTE:  APPLICATIONS FOR FUNDING >£3,000 WILL NOT BE CONSIDERED)

(1) RESEARCH PROPOSAL.  NB – no more than 1,000 words (excluding headings and references) (font size > 11).  Proposals longer than this will not be considered.  The following headings MUST be used.
TITLE
DETAILS OF APPLICANT(S)

Principal Applicant:
Co Applicants:
Institution:

BACKGROUND

Provide a brief critical appraisal of the background literature explaining the need for the study

RESEACH QUESTION(S)
Clearly articulate an enquiry goal

METHODS
Demonstrate methods appropriate to answer the enquiry goal
TIMETABLE

DEMONSTRATE BENEFIT TO SURGICAL EDUCATION AND TRAINING
KEY REFERENCES
(2)
This application has been submitted through (i) The Head of Department and (ii) The Institution where the research will be undertaken
	(i)  Signature of Head of Department
Name (block capitals) and Qualifications (printed)

Address


	(ii)  Signature of Administrative Authority

Finance Officer/Secretary of Institution (delete as appropriate)

Name (block capitals) (printed)

Address

Official Stamp




(3)
Ethical Approval

(Funding will not be provided without the necessary ethical approval, if appropriate. Please enclose a copy of your ethical approval with your application)


a)  Required:

YES/NO


b)  Obtained:

YES/NO

(4)
Curriculum Vitae of Applicant

A one page curriculum vitae must be provided for the applicant. A standard template is provided in Annex B. 

ANNEX A – FINANCIAL INFORMATION
Please supply a spreadsheet outlining the funds requested and how they will be allocated, using a format similar to the below:

	
	£
	Justification of Financial Support Sought

	Running Costs
	
	

	Equipment
	
	

	Etc.  
	
	

	
	
	

	TOTAL
	£
	


Annex B – Curriculum Vitae 

	1. Surname
	Forename(s)
	Age/d.o.b.
	Address

	
	
	
	


2. Degree (subject, class, university, and date); Postgraduate diploma (qualification with dates)

3. Posts held (with dates); please identify tenure and source of funding of present post

4. Recent publications; also papers in press

a) Recent publications (including papers in press)

b) Others (including presentations)
2

