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UNIVERSITY OF LEEDS



School of Medicine

Participant Information Sheet

Study title
An exploration of UK surgeons’ development of their educational practice.
Introduction
My name is Laiba Rahman, a 4th-year medical student at the University of Leeds, and I wish to invite you to take part in my Extended Student Research and Evaluation Project (ESREP). Before you decide to participate, it is important for you to understand why the research is being done and what it will involve. Please take time to read the following information carefully and discuss it with others if you wish. Please ask if there is anything that is not clear or if you would like more information, and take time to decide whether or not you wish to take part.

What is the purpose of the project?
Currently, very little is known about how surgeons in the United Kingdom (UK) develop their educational practice. For example, how surgeons improve their teaching skills, what motivates surgeons to develop their teaching practice and the barriers they face when seeking additional teacher training. This research aims to fill such gaps in the literature by exploring UK surgeons’ attitudes to teaching and education in surgery and how they improve as educators. By gaining a fuller understanding of how surgeons develop as educators, it is anticipated that this research will shed light on how best to support other surgeons to become scholarly educators. For this study, I am asking surgical consultants to participate in a 1-hour online interview where they will be asked about their educational role and practice.
Why have I been invited to take part?

UK surgical consultants who contribute to the teaching and education of other post-graduate surgical trainees and learners have been invited to take part in this study. I am hoping to recruit up to 10 surgical consultants for this study.
What will happen to me if I take part?

If you choose to take part in the interview, please email me back to confirm that you are interested in taking part (my contact details are at the end of this form). The 1-hour online interview will be conducted at a time of your convenience, on Microsoft Teams or Zoom, outside of your NHS working hours. During the interview, you will be asked open questions about your educational role and how you have developed as an educator (for example, how you contribute to the teaching and education of post-graduate surgical trainees and learners). 

Will I be recorded, and how will the recorded media be used?

All interviews will be recorded so that I can transcribe the interview afterwards for subsequent analysis. No other use will be made of these recordings without your permission. The recordings will be stored under a pseudonym in a password protected folder on my University of Leeds server, which only I have access to. No one else will have access to these recordings and they will not be stored anywhere else.
What are the possible disadvantages and risks of taking part?
There are no perceived disadvantages or risks to taking part in this interview.  
What are the possible benefits of taking part?
Whilst there is no material benefit to be gained from taking part in this study, it is hoped that participation will give you an opportunity to reflect on your educational practice and how you are developing/have developed as a scholarly surgical educator. You will also have an opportunity to share your views on how other surgeons can further be supported to become scholarly educators like yourself.

Do I have to take part?
No. Participation in this study is entirely voluntary. If you choose to participate, you will be asked to give informed verbal consent prior to the interview.
Will my taking part in this study be kept confidential and anonymous?

Yes. All data will be kept in accordance with the Data Protection Act. When you agree to participate in the study, you will be given a pseudonym so that you will not be identified. The pseudonym will be used in the interview transcripts and in future publications, presentations and reports. You may be quoted directly in reports or publications related to this study. However, all quotes will be anonymous and not attributed nor traceable to you. The findings may also include the name of your surgical subspecialty, but again, this will be anonymous under your pseudonym. The name of the hospital you work at will remain confidential throughout the entire project and will not be included in the results, only the region where your hospital is located will be used (e.g., “Mr (pseudonym), a urological consultant from the Yorkshire and Humber region, expressed…”). All data will be kept for a maximum of 3 years after the end of data collection in October 2022.
Only myself (Laiba Rahman, the student researcher) and my research supervisor (Dr Alison Ledger) will know that you have taken part in this study. The only reason we will consider identifying you is if you disclose examples of unsafe medical or educational practice during the interview. We consider this highly unlikely, but if this happened, we would have a duty of care to raise concerns with relevant authorities such as the General Medical Council (GMC) and we would notify you if we were to do this.
What will happen to the results of the research project?

The results of this study will be used to gain an understanding of how surgeons in the UK develop as educators. They will also be used to determine how surgeons can further be supported to become scholarly educators. Findings will be reported in my ESREP manuscript and presentation, which will be submitted as part of my MBChB course in October 2022. There is also a potential for findings to be reported to students, surgeons and doctors at academic conferences or published in a surgical education journal. 
Can I withdraw from the study?
Yes. If you volunteer to take part in the interview for this study and change your mind afterwards, you can withdraw at any point before the interview and 48 hours after the interview without justifying a reason for doing so. However, it will not be possible to withdraw you from the study 48 hours after you have been interviewed. 
Who is organising and funding the study?

This study is primarily for my ESREP during years 4 and 5 of the MBChB. It is unfunded research being supervised by Dr Alison Ledger, lead for the BSc in Applied Health (Medical Education) degree.
Who has reviewed the study?

Ethical approval for this study has been sought from the Applied Health Sub-REC part of the School of Medicine Research Ethics Committee (SoMREC) [application reference number: AHREC 20-014] on 26/01/21.
Contact for further information

If you would like to volunteer to take part in the 1-hour online interview, or if you would like further information about this study, please contact me (Laiba Rahman) on um17lr@leeds.ac.uk. 
If you would like to contact my research supervisor for further information about this intercalated research project, you can get in touch with Dr Alison Ledger, BSc in Applied Health (Medical Education) programme lead, on A.Ledger@leeds.ac.uk.
Privacy notice for research
Please find the research participant privacy notice by clicking on the following link: https://dataprotection.leeds.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/48/2019/02/Research-Privacy-Notice.pdf 
Thank you for taking the time to read through this information sheet.
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